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with iron, which he believed erroneously to have
been introduced by the Achaemenids.170 Recent
excavations at Gotihawa in Nepal have suggested,
however, an earlier dating of this ceramic assem-
blage and, by inference, opened the possibility that
many of the Gangetic cities may date earlier than
500 B.C.171 The presence at Akra of carnelian (al-
most certainly from Gujarat), a small number of
sherds of northern black polished ware, and figu-
rine fragments that find ready parallels in northern
India indicate that Gangetic cities might have played
an economic role in developments outside the doab
just as they did only centuries later with the emer-
gence of the Mauryan empire. The assumptions of
Wheeler and others concerning the primal agency
of “the West” has for too long, therefore, prevented
a more nuanced approach that emphasizes this re-
gion as not simply on the periphery of western-based
empires but part of a larger mosaic of interaction
that linked South, Central, and western Asia.

conclusion
On the basis of our present work, it is clear that

Akra is a key site for understanding the Late Prehis-
toric and Early Historic periods in the Asian subcon-
tinent. At the least, the site unequivocally attests to
processes of settlement and economic growth that
are not the result of foreign annexation and control.
Our excavations and survey have, however, only
touched upon the many facets of human occupa-
tion in this region. There are many outstanding re-
search issues that will guide our future work at Akra.
Excavations in area A will hopefully provide data on
the Bannu region during the existence of the vari-
ous states and empires that held sway after the con-
quests of Alexander the Great in the fourth century
B.C. Examination of the pre–Iron Age levels, if they
can be located, will also yield data on how the Bannu
region reacted to the fundamental changes that were
occurring throughout South and Central Asia dur-
ing the late third and early second millennium B.C.
We look forward to the day when it will be possible to
return to Bannu, recommence collaboration with our
Pakistani colleagues, and continue our research.
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